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- © The true Proteſtant SubjeR, Wc. 
THE INTRODUCTION. 


OLICY is an 4rt conſiſting of certain general 
and fundamental Rules, for the Government of x 
Community. For as Architetture contrives, and 
draws out the Model of a Building ; ſo does Po- 
licy fet down a proper Scheme of a City : menaging and : 
determining Controverfies about Partitions, Marriages, 

Laws, Subje&tion, Contracts, and Puniſhmeats. 

BUT it will not be amiſs previouſly to diſtinguiſh be- Civil Policy 
twixt this Political Art and the Goſpel; in order to cruſh- »dPhyſicks 
ing that dangerous Opinion, that makes. the Gaſel to be f 944 4 
meerly a Political Dottrine ; according to the Pre criptions {3 Goth 
of which. all Governments ought to be eſtabliſhed. This | 
Errour has coſt divers States very dear; by prompting 
miſtaken Zeal to ſeditious Violences upon the Cvil Regz- 
men, under colour of reducing it to Goſpe/ Rule. In ſuch 
Inſtances this Age has been moſt unhappily fruitful : So 
that to clear the Point, I ſhall ſerve my ſelf of the /imile 
of Phyficks ; betwixt which Profeſſion and Goſpel Precept, 
there is equally as wide a difference, as betwixt the Go- 
ſpet and Palicy of State. - Piety, 'tis true, is a main Branch 
of a Phyfician's Charatter ; and fo js it of a Prizce's too; 
ra or the Arts themſelves ot be faid to have any 
dire& Relation to the Goſpe/- For #hat reveals Eternal 
Righteouſneſs which the Heart conceives by Faith; and, 
at the ſame time, enjoyns Obedience - the Ciuil Santi: 

I the ſeveral C a gtng i mW 5 _ —_— * 
UTWARD Attien's the Objett of Policy-;, a _ 
treating of Property , Succeſſion , Commerce , a the LG 

like, which do often vary, —_—_— to the Genius of each Goyern- 


reſpettive ment. 
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reſpe&tive Natiov. The Perfian Laws differ from thoſe of 


Athens; and the Roman from 4oth: And as ,a_Chniftian 
not only faſhions his Habit, but alſo computes the Time, 


| according to the practice of the place he abidesin; ſo may. 


he lawtully. ſubmit to their C7 Inſtitutions; When the 
Prophet Ejdras was in Perfia, he decided matters by the 
Laws of that People; and when at Jeruſalem, according to 
the Fewiſh. In'Paleſtine the Centurion obſerv'd the Jewiſh ; 
I = Roman Laws ; So ne ho _ — that 
«& things do not more affe& or depend uporr the Goſpel, 
ind do Sarkvy of” Habits, and of Computations. Wes 
this. Important Diſtinction effectually inculcated, it would 
not a littlepromote the Eaſe and Reverence of the Mag- 
ſtrate : For it would defeat the Attempts of ſuch as pro- 
je& the poyſoning of the People in- their Allegiance, by ma- 
licious Deſcants upon Subftdres, State-Grievances, Heredita- 
ry Rights, Prerogative, and Penalties. You ſhall hear them 
preſcribing to Tythes, and branding that Contratt with Im- 
piety, which the Law of Nations warrants the Legality of. 
Wickliff has mightily beftirr'd himſelf about non-payment: 
of 7ythes to Droniſh Prieſts : Eapito-ſtickles for Princes 
to curtail their Revenues : Taxes Xuing/tus calls Harpyes - 
and others; the Publicans Racket. The Libertine Anabap- 
tiſts condemns all Judicature ; and the ſubtil aw too 
much 7dolrzes the Geneva Plat-form. Now theſe Erronious 
Novelties Have ſtill been Fatal to- all Publick Quiet : So. 
that it concerns every -hone/t man- to fortifie himſelf a- 
gainſt ſuch Delufions, under whtat Mask ſoever preſented : 
And this he cannot better-do, than by an entire relrance 
upon this ſure Principle, That the Goſpel takes Cognizance 
of the Integrity of the Heart; and, without - interpofing in 
Humane Injuations, permits all ſuch Forms-of Govern- 
ment, 4s are agreeable to Right Reaſon : As it approves of 
Archite&ure and Phyſicks., which- are founded upon the 
feme Baſis. 
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FEW or none of the Ecclefraſtical Writers have taken Innovatiof 
Notice of this material Difference : And upon this ſcore the in Funda- } 
Popes have been encouraged to invade Empires, and to Mentals, by 
arrogate a pretended Power of diſpoſing and transferring 7 many! 
of Crowns, at pleaſure. I cannot too otten therefore inſt- ſc 
nuate, 7hat all Laws and Conſtitutions, not diametrically 
oppoſe to the Reſults of wncorrupted Reaſon, the Goſpel at 

ws of. Let us then conſider, that if a Divine ſhould ſet 
up for a Phyſician, every body would laugh at him, for 
thruſt ing his Sickle into another mans Harveſt. If fo; how 
vain maſt be the folly of thoſe Sure people, that, before 
they be well acquainted with the Common Aphoriſms of 
State, will undertake for ſodering the Flaws of Govern- 
ments > The ancient Laws will not ſerve their turns - and 
therefore muſt be aboliſh'd, to make way for the Intro- 
.duction of New ones; even a Hundred tor One too: So 
true is that of Plato, to abrogate old Laws, is to cut off the 
Head of an Hydra. Remove ye any of the main Pillars 
in a Building, and the whole Fabrick falls to the ground: 
Even ſo the Change of One Fundamental in a State, is, for 
the moſt part, attended with the Deſtruttion of all the ref. 
Oh! the horrid Confuftons that are uſually Conſequential to 
ſuch Proceedings! Nay at the very belt, mutation of Go- 
yernment does ever include the greater Evil: And there- 
fore have all able Szateſmen ſo unanimouſly contended 
againſt ſuch. Innovafions. Frederick Duke of Saxony (a 
Prince of exquiſite abilities in the Art of Governing ) 
would, with his ES macht beuvegung, ſtill be thwart- 
"ing theſe Stare-Projects : Implying by the Expreſlion, that 
Magiſtrates ought to be particularly caretul in their Pro- 
viſions againſt things that tend to ſtirring of Commotions, 
..and Jogging of Publick Humours; which are rais'd ina mo- 
ment, Pur ſettle not rightly upon their Lees again, in a 
whole Age. 
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AF Repreben SOCRATES, upon the very Entranes into his [Po- - 
on of all ſe- liticks, banifh'd all Poers his City. And it were to be wiſY 
ut- at leaſt, that all the Soxs of 


in Wart *- flet upon the Duties of their Funitiox; for then they might 


Miſtry would duly re- 


eaſily diſcover Stare-matters to be utterly Foreign to Their - 
buſineſs: So tharthey would more vi uſly intend the 

Preaching of thi Word upon the Subjetts of aith and Re- 
pentance, Charity and Obedience. © What have we to-do 
* (they would jo) with the 4tions of Princes, or with De- 
*{cants upon'the Conveniences or Diſadyantages of Cvi/ 
* Santtions, and Forms of Rule > Let Monarchs Enatt Laws 


- « for the Reſtraint and Puniſhment of the Profligate and 


* Mutinous, and ſecure the Publick Tranquility by Courts 
© of Fuſtice, and Examples of Terrour. They would un- 
derſtand the Text, The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe au- 
thority, but it ſhall not be fo with Tou; to be an expreſs 


Prohibition of all indiret Endeavours toward the annulling 


of Humane Ordinances, and of Zſurpations upon the Rights 
of Princes. © Our Duty (they would c Fis humbly to 
* ſubmit to them, our ſelves, and to teach the like Obeds- 
« exce unto others. In ſo doing, we ſhall trace the Exam- 
© »le of our bleſſed. Saviour his Apoſtles, who repea?d 


'* none of the Roman Laws ; nor intermedled in Caſes Dte- 


* rogatory from the Juriſdittion of Common-Wealths; but 
< ſpent their days in Communicating to the Faithful, the 
* knowledge of the True God,———But upon this Theme 
I have been more c9piows in, another place. 


«a ow _—_— th” m—_— 


That the Goſpel approves of Civil Ordinances. 


T is not every one 'that has the Grace to build upon 
that- Erernal Righteouſneſs which the Goſpel recom- 
mends: So that the Zniverſal Good neceſlarily requires an 


\ Eſtabliſhment of ſuch other Methods of Diſcipline, as may, 
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be effe&ualto corre the Licentious Oxtrages of the Diſs 
bedient. ''Now as the Goſpe! well enough likes of 7:Jage, 
Archite#are,and all other Crafts, of immediate relation to 
Humane Welfare; can it be imagin'd that it ſhould refuſe 
its Approbation to ſuch Ordinances, and Political Conſtitu- 
tions, as are Conſentaneous to the Dictates of Right Rea- 
ſon »\ No ſurely! But it is the Divize's Province to clear 
this matter; that ſo neither the Magiſtrate, nor the Sub- 
fed, may plead ignorance of their reſpective Charges. Prin- 
ces are to hold, that they were plac'd in thoſe Z/igh Statt- 
ons by the Hand of the A/mighty, to whom they are con- 
tinually to apply themſelves tor aſſiſtance, and to reſpect 
his Glory in all their Conſultations. 'T he People areenjoyn'd 
a Faith, that as this Terreſtrial Globe, the Refulgent Body of 
the Sun, the fertility of the Earth for the nouriſhment of 
its Creatures , and-the conſtant ſucceſſhon of the Seaſons, 
were made, andconſtituted, and do till ſubſfiſt by the /ir- 
tue of an Omnipotent Being : Soby the ſame /mmortal Pow- 
er do Kmgs Reign, as Gods Subſtitutes; and Laws are EnaQ- 
ed for the benefic of Mankind. Nay, mark it well, and a 
more /mmed:ate Providence may be oblerv'd in the preſer- 
vation of States , than in-the ſupport of Nature her (elt. 
For how were it poſlible tor a Politique Body to bear long 
up againſt the rage of Satay, and the inveterate Perſecu- 
tions of his Miſcreant Agents, unleſs by a conſtant Flux of 
Heavenly Influence, ſecur'd from Diſſolution 2 By this now 
it 15 dans that the A/mighty Eſpoules the Protettion of 
Governments ; owns them, and the juſt Vengeance which the 
Prince inflicts, to be truly his. By have ſaid ye are Gods, 
(in the P/almi/t) plainly appears, that Xingsare of his own 
appointment : 1 have ſaid, implying as much as, / have made 
them: And ye are Gods, refers to, and denotes the Divini- 
zy of their Office, as God's Vicars. S. Paul alſo, Rom..1 3. de- 
 elares Civil Ordinances to bea good thing. . 
WER E but theſe 7raths rightly inſtilld into: the 

: minds 
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1inds ofthe People; How would they enhance a Yenera- 
7101 lor the preſent Laws and Law-givers? and inſtead of 
FrOcarionus, (which ſome do impiouſly ſuggeſt it to be) 
found Obedience, according to HolyWrit, upon Obliga- 
tions Of Conſcience. 

O H ! the Wretched State of thoſe Men, that ſacrifice 
their Quiet to their Ambition; that compals Sea-and Land 
to gain their End; and that know no other meaſure of things 
Fuſt and Honeſt, than as they more or leſs adminiſter to the 
Gratification of their Defires | It neither the Writings of 
the Fathers, nor the Examples of many Great but ©nfor- 
tunate Men, are fufficientto work in them a Reformation: 
At leaſt let them hear Demoſthenes upon this ſubjett, cry- 
ing out, If I could renew my youth, and be certam of ariv- 
ing at the Higheſt Offices over and above ; yet would I ra- 
ther chuſe to be my own Executioner, than concern my ſelf 
again im any Publick Adminiftrations. Nay, let them tur- 
ther /eriouly weigh it,” that although God is ready, in 
time of Danger, to help ſuch as are Lawfully call'd forth to 
ſo eminent a Station; - yet cannot thoſe, who, by //lega/ 
means, do Graſp and Uſurp Authority, be able to promiſe to 


. themſelves any ſuch protection. 


'On the firſt Book of Ariſtotle's Politicks. 


S Private Manners are the ſubjett of Ethicks, which 

from Nature infer the Reaſons of Virtue : So Policy 

iſputes of Civil Soctety, and the Duties of it; deducing 
.its Cauſes from Natural-Principles. 

FIRST; Ariftotle draws the Original of Society from 
the Coupling of Man and Woman in Wedlock : Fence 
Family ; and trom That a City. 

THEN; From the Faculty of Speech, which were 


-uſeleſs, but for mutual Commerce; and from that Rule, 


Nature 
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Nature makes nothin in Vain ; he concludes, T hat, Man 
is inclin'd to Society as well through motions of Nature as of 
Profit. . | 
HE then. ſubjoins an- Excomium of Civil Sicyety ; in 

words to 7his purpoſe : © The firſt Inſtitutor of Society and 
« Government, Was thereunto induced both by Reaſon and 

« Neceſſity : For as Man (in his Natural P erfettion) is the 

e” Noble of Creatures ; lo diveſted of Law and Tuſtice, he 

« is infinitely the moſt pernicious. (For all the Salvage 

* Owtrages imagjnable (we ſee) do commonly attend upon 
« a malicious and depraved W17, polle(s'd of Power. - Man's 

« Natural Weapons are Prudence and Virtue; which yer 
« are frequently abusd to 2nds never" intended by the jir/ 
« beſtower of then. Without Virtue Man is the moſt cruel 
*and ſenſual of Bruits; only by: Natural, or FHabitual Fu 
« ice, he is-reclaim'd into Gent/eneſs and Civility. 


I HAVE often hinted, That if it were barely for his The Princi. 
Method ſake, (in which he is ſingularly excellent) Ariſo- ples of Poli 
tle is worthy to be. read and noted; becauſe from him only cy are deriv- 
(I think) is tobe learn'd the s&Zof digeſting our 7; boughts ed from the 
into an exatt and graceful order. Now as other 4r:s Nature of 
do proceed from certain Ds diſcoverable by Natural Man 
Light, (as in Geometry,. (for inſtance) the whole is ever bj 
ger than any one Part ; things equal, as to "any third ; are uo 
equal among themſelves, &c,) 1o neither is this '4rt with- 
out its Fundamentals deriv'd trom the End or Being of Max. 

V1... 


Man 4s &y Nature prone to Society. 
The firſt ſtring of - 4 is the Lawful Conjun- 
Qion of Man and Wite.. 


T O. theſe he ſubjoins others. AS, 
The Reſult of this Society is a Family, conſt?ng of 


Parents, . 
T4 


| cordingto Subjeition in the Body Politick: for 


| Parents, Children, and Servants, ©. 
- In a Community ſome muſt neceſſarily Cornrmand, 


' and others Obey. 


FR OM Naturelikewiſe he derives the Cauſes of Rule 
and Subjedtion. © For as ſome Members of the Body ( ſays 
« he) are madefor Servitude ; Others for Direttion: So ought 
« the wiſer ſort of 2 Corporation to be advancd,. and the 
4 weaker to ſbrowd theraſelves under their Patroxage. 


BY the way, let me obſerve to you the wonderful 7«- 


| and Obedi- gennity of this Paſſage; where, by a Su of the Natu- 


enceare ac- ral, he fo pertinently diſcuſſes the C _— & upertority and 

having laid open the 
Nature.The Original of Society, he might thence fairl ve proceeded 
Ground of to treat of Government ; as intimating by that 7; ranſition 


GONG impotlibility of a Community's ſupporting it ſelf, with- 


out the benefit of ſome form. of Civil Regimen: And allo, 
that as it is Natural _ that prompts us to the Calti- 
vating of Commerce; 10 are Command and Obedience the Le- 

i. gitimate Iſſue of certain ſecret Cauſes, in the Nature of May. 
Now- it is ghe work of a Philoſopher to remarque, and 
Comment upon ſuch common Rules asare ingraven in the 
Breaſt of N, _ Ti bg , Rhetortcians _ M heſes ; be- 
cauſe, they bein £d, many other thi follow of 
Courſe. _— —__ the Reſult of ſack Pofitm, as 
Hypotheſes to them : (For Exarople :) Man cannot ſubjiſt 
without Society : Nor Society be maintain'd, without Poli- 
tique Order: Therefore are Laws eſtabliſh, for the preſer- 
The Law of ving of the Publique Peace, and the Magiſtrates Authority, 


' Natweisa Inviolable. 


Divine Law, BEFORE I go any further, let me caution; you 


 andſoare tg gbſerve, that the Law-of Natyre is trul y.a Drvine Law : 


- E4 => And that a! Decrees relating to the Cheriſhing of Matual 
Diſtattion. Commerce, by 10und Conſeguence deducible from Nature, = 
Wy \ : - worthy 
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worthy the Reverence of Divine Laws; and as ſuch, their 

AY Ongt to be vals'd. For as the Eye is Illumina- 

ted Above ; Even (o is Reaſon alſo influenc'd withſuch 
' 2 Beam of ape: By <- ca as- Capacitates it to Diſcern 

things weceſſary to the ſupport of Fiumane Life. But hence | 

15in nowiſe tobe inferr” d ye, that all the Dreams of Phi- 
loſophers are to be reſpeted as Oracles : For we mult diſtin- > 
guiſh betwixt things deliver'd upon good ground, and the 

contrary, by the Rules of Logique: And what we find to 

proceed from Categorical Concluſions, to paſs an Eftimrate - 
accordingly upon it. The Stoigues, and Others, do Cavil 

upon many Ridiculous Poznts ; Nay, and there are, even 

in Phy/ques, and Architettare , f weak Apboriſms, 

which, upon due Examination, have been juſtly Explo- 

ded. — But I ſhall now return to Conſider this Profitable 

placein Ariforle. Having from the Parts of Man's Body, 

drawn an Emblem 6f Sovereignty, and Subjettion ; he ga- 

ther'd from it 7wo Kinds of Dominion; from which , as 

from Fount.1ins, the ſeveral Forms of Rule and Obedience, 

which the Lawy-rs ſum ap, might be Deriv'd. 

THE Firſt Kind he calls Deſpotrque : Parallell where. Defpotical 
untois the Power of a Maſter over his Slave, or of the Sou/ Authority | 
over the Body. For asthe Body is Void of any Natural _— _- 

felf-Motion, and ſway'd by the Influence of the Soul: So | ofa his 
does the S/ave, as not at his Own Diſpoſal, entirely ſubmit gzage. + 

to the will of his Mater. Thus Filter'd Brutes do necella- 

rily follow their Leaders: And upon this Score perhaps 

it was, that the witty Greets would have Aeiny to be of 

the ſame Signification with Nouri, to bind with Fetters. 

From this Sort does Iſſne the moſt Abſolute and 7yrannical 

of Governments; where the Prince is under no R-ftridtion of 

Law, but Deſtroyes and Saves, at Pleaſure. Thus Arb:-. 

trary were the Xings of the Ancient Barbarians : And fo, 

at this day, is the Grand Segniour ; the Turks paying a Bru- 

tal Submiſſion to what ever That Tyrants Luſt umpoles upon 
them. C THE 


w— — --  _— - 
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Kingly Go- | "FuE Other Kind he ou Kingh or Cinil; mn the- 


vernment Prince Submits to Govern by Law. 


_—_ 


Reſemblance of This 
d; and we may find in the Command which the Mind exerciſes o: 


d to yer nd Appetite ; Moderate ; not Raſh, or Irregularly Co- 
the Power of pycpye. om 


This do flow thoſe wel temper'd Forms. of Re- 


the Mind s- imexs which we ſhall Amplify up uponin the Third Book. 


the A 
petite, er Now, by what has been 


we may collect, that, The 
Duties of Government do conliſt in oviding for the Wel. 
fare, and Security of the Suhjet>: Even as the Appetite is 
 Tiretted by the Mind to the Choice of ſuch things as may 
contribute to. the Health of the Whole Body. He next 
britgs in that Vulgar Maxim, Mer of the Cleareſt Merit, 
ought Naturally to efide ovor the more-Unworthy. Take 
notice here, Gar e ſhapes his Model of a City, according 
to the Paternof 2 Famnyly: The Authority of a Maſter 0- 
ver his ſlave, inhis Qcconomical 1 Diſcourſes, he makes to be 
Deſpotical; over his Children, King/y; and over his Wife, 
tht; which is a Temperate ſort ot Regality. 

SOME have undertaken to cenſure Ariſtotle, for ſay- 

ing that.there are Slaves by Nature ; when-as the Ciuylians 
. ſpeak of Bondage..as 2.Contrary to it ; and will haveall to 
be Free from {A Beginning. But this Contradittion oy 


hawro be-wo- thus be faly'd: Ariſtotle has reſpect to the Cauſe; 
derſtood. _ the Effet, or a certain Form of Servitude. . With 


_ th 


Bondage is is an Tmpotency of the Mind, that Rent 5g _ 


- Liber, ' quires th ttc Tuition of p 2. uy But: They underſtand 7 hr 


* tines of ony 
Himes: 


Contition of the d,; unde of the Vi 
Now prion oppoſes thoſe that would have- his. ſort- of 
ore oh to be againſt on. when the Cawe of it (.Ivca- 
pacity) is-purely Natura! : Nay, and adviſes-the reclaim- 
oor fi emper'd Perſons” by perſwafion- or others 
&; as may. moſt. conduce- to Publick Good : . For 
who would not approve (he adds) the lancing or off of 
a putrify'd Limb, 70 ſecure the Body. from -a Gangrene ? 
But to.paſs over that Reaſonable Inference from a Sarvey 
of. 
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of the reſpettive Members of Mav's Bu 
wore have 4 kind of Natural P 
the mare Tnfirm ; without only 
which yer WE 


Philofopber epics the RW of a gt = 


know not what Phantom, which they call Ziberty; 
extra in their Irvedtives that $ £4.90 
whioh = of Nature both approves of and commagds. 
And this Repreach will alſo eraty al whoa the Salfe 
ries of Our Tunes; who do of hve 
ed Pretexce with the Other, to.inveagle 
Laan into Diſobediexce ; and affirm wget fo fs to | 
naat to the Geſpe}, But let. me.rell 

wa es o World too, that the G { bas not bobid 
_ Fifth Commandment : and is fo from .Di allowing, 
that (<ontrarily)) [it poſitively afſerts Rule and © hence, 


as the; en; gps to preſerve Peace among Maykisd; and 
the the Zune om Deſtrutties ; its b: fars 4 


. + 3 i as the Gifts and of 


FLO PLE now ee gn n Occovemy : Firfg Several 
TY and, Then ing a7 Gm, 
wt Of In order hereunto, Pres Fan 

$: One of them Natural; = © Qcher 236 
of Inveution. 


HE Natwal he makes to conſiſt of Grgfeery, Tal \ The Lg 
Hunting : He ſubjoins Plandering too.; which Na--ral 
tare ( he ſays) perioſdly obhane in any och Caſe threefold, . 
that of Lawfa/ Wars ; which the Corryption of the World 
has incrodn a Nepgfity of, oy the Tovring a4 


| 


/ 
TY 


| | mily-Trafique, and'preters it to the Uſe of Money, as more 


| : 
; | 


Wh | eg 
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man his Right, 


| X | he raffique as a Fourth Branch of 
|| abSkied this Ree; by which, with the Overplus of our Own 


of it Natw 


hr" Growth, weſupply our ſelves, from Abroad, with what we 


have Occafron tor. This way of Bartering, he terms Fa- 


raaggr—as contributing to the Neceſſities of Fluman Wel: 

fare. Such Methods of Merchandizing are now, in Germas- 

xy, obſerv'd by Menof Note only; to whom, any other is 

: accounted Dibtonouralle. 

| The Ari UNDER the Head of Þroention, or Art, he Couches 

| ciabways.  Stif and” Induftry, (with all the Efefs of them) which we' 

þ — war. ought not to be ſparing of. The Craft of Retailing, (the 

main Proſpe& whereot is Gain,) he reckons upon as Me- 

chanical and Servile ; ObjeCting againſt it as /xfamous, be- 

cauſe it tends to the Grievance of the Neceſſitons ; by ſub- 

| ftituting a Fa{ſe, and ſcandalous Third of Commerce 
| (Lacre). to the Two Genuine ones, Z/ſe, and Neceffry. 

ARISTOTLE places ſary among the Inventions 


[ 


"2s Of Art too, for the maintenance of a Family; but yer 
| Unnatara;. Taxes it as Unnatural; in regard the Original Defign of 
of: Money was not that it ſhould beget it's Lte;- but only to 


be a Medium for determining, the Value of each Commod:;- 
.. Now Pſary, onthe other ſide; is z kind of Exciſe u 
Borrower: Or, a Spe# over and above the Principal, in 


| 
| | 
| * conſideration of the Loan of it. His Own words, ſo often 


WI quoted 
118 * is juſtly Cenſur'd, becauſe 


by Axthors, are of this rt: */ſary (fays he) 
For to the Primitive End 
«for which Money was Coyn'd ; which was- Convenience 
*in- 7raffigee, and not Se/f-increaſe : But here, Moy beg! 
| —_ ©ſary is term'd Fenus by the Latirs, becauſe 
 « Of-prings do moſtly Reſemble their Begetters. Where- 
fore this way of ſcraping Wealth, is tobe deem'd, of all 
others, the moſt contrary to Nature. To this, Learned 
[ts | men: 
Mh, | 


a5 


* (13) | 
men have added other Argaments. As Firſt ; Where the 
ſe of any thing is the Conſumption of it; the ſe is inſe- 
le from the 7hing it ſelf. But in this Caſe the ſe is 
wholly diſtia&t from the S«bfaxce: Therefore, againſt 
Nature. ' And again, Things naturally Barres, ought not 
to be eſteem'd Frattiferous. But Zſury requires Gratifica- 
tions for My, as Fruftiferous, tho' in its own Nature it be 
intirel itute of any ſ#ch Quality : Therefore— But 
et in letting out of a Farm, 'tis Juſt to expe&t a Reaſona- 
le allowance for't ; becauſe Ground is Frugiferoas.. 


© T' © thoſe Moders Writers who ſtart the Queſtion, whe 


ther aChriſtian = we put out Mony to Uſe ; 1 briefly Ln yongen 
briſtians do 


anſwer, That as 


partake of the Benefit of o- made a 


ther Political Eſtabliſhments : ſo may they make Trade of, 
fuch Bargains and Contratts, as the Laws do adjudge tobe among 


Honeſt. Now 'tis true, that the O/d Imperial Laws per- 
mitted Z/ſary; but yet they never undertook for the Z/e- 
#e/ty of it. And who is ſo weak as not to underſtand the 
ce of & Toleration, and an —_— It is no 
more tobe expetedthat the Laws ſhould extirpate aZ E- 
vils out of a State, than that a _—_ ſhould.cure a/ 
Diſeaſes : But as he prohibits any Medicines at all, in ſome 
Diftempers, for fear of Irritation : Even fo is Policy fain to 
dile with ſuch. Vices as having been Authoriz'd b 
Antient Cuſtom, are not removable; at Great rok þ 


Fam indeed wholly againſt a Chriſtians Trading in Z/ſury; 


and would adviſe him to any other Courſe of Life, that" is 
Commendable.. There are yet another ſort of People, that 
ſpend themſelves in 7ragical Declamations againſt the com- | 
mon ways of Contratting , in uſe amongſt «s. But alas! 
Theſe Forward men do not conſider , Cenſures and 
Fudgments of this quality are not for private Perſons, or 
Preachers, to concern elves in;, but do fall under 
the Peculiar Cognizance of the Maziſtrate ; tram whom, 
: IP; \1Y .” what 


Chriſtians, 


(246) 
what-1s allowable in this matter, 15:be be: | 
Jpg Delnbeing in atl fuch aflains, Þ 
are mare C y blame-waethy,. 
_ kind of Bucnoſſes; And ; nauch fr 
pronounce Devermavataons contrary to: 
the Zaws : It being their Duty to —_ og 
Obſervation of them ; and that all Bargaies are Juf, whi 
Authority declares ſa tobe. For when the Reverence 


fuſions do inevitably enſue, in a Commonwealth. But nei- 
ther yet, on'the other ſide, are the: Zowr'to be gonfima'd 
inan Over-rigorogs, but in an Equitoble Senſe, with Tndul- 
genee (now and then) to particular Seqſons, and Caſes. 
bor things that are F»# are batromid'upen a Mean ;.whink: 
ilues from Amicoble and. Healing Principles. And whenei 
Pofutive Reaſavs are wanting, Probabilyy res; onght to ſatife 
fic : Extreme Juſtice hermg the moſt - Inbumngne of all In: 
juries, rae 12 | 


—_ 
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On the Second Book of POLETI QUES.”: > 


HE Second Book is molily taken up with an-Z7ifto- 
 rical Atcount of the divers. Frames: of Policy, Ex- 
tant in the Authors time: And begaes with Plato's; who 
_ Socrates to-bea Favourer of wo _ ; ra Le+ 
vels aff things (not Excepting ves and Children) in Com- 
mon, Now ——_ Arguments to prove the /z- 
pratticablenefs, and Unnatural Drift of this Dedtrine. I all 
j deſign'd the Reader this , Which I 
W have -him both Relye upon, and Conſider ;_ Fiz, 
that the Dzvifien of Subſtance into Property, and the Iyſt- 
tution of Matrimony, are the Ordizances of God , which 
all the Power of is as Incapable of Evacuating, as of 


altering 


| Se 7 / 
altering the. Seaſons ;. Suramer, Winter ; Night, Day ; the 
Courſe of the Swn, or the Motions of the Planets. , And 
an /znorant fort of People thereare, that Phanſying Provs- 
dence to have no hand in the Eſtabliſhment, or Conſerva- 
tion of Gavermments ; and taking Offence at ſome fight 
Inconveniertces therein; will needs be buſying themſelves 
in forging new. Forms of Regiment, and crying down: the 
Old, upon a Pernicious Opinion that Governments are al. 
terable, according to the Caprichee of private men. This 
Errour ought | forthwith to be abandon'd by every good 
Chrifian, and a firm Belief entertained in its ſtead, that 
the Almighty Eminently ſuperintends in all States: And 
that the preſent Government Eſtabliſh'd, is Immutable, upon 


pain of Z7b High Diſpleaſare. 


RIGHTLY now does Ariforle judge, that the Dj- Objeftions 
won of things. into Propriety ,, is agreeable to-Natare : £9 Plato's 
And the Cruilians ; that 1t vs a Branch of the Law of Nati- Politiquesy 
ons. But the Inconſiſtency of Plato's Inflitutions with _ rages 
Right Reaſon, is palpably manifeſt : For as-Murther is anA4- Community 
bomination to Nature ; ſo dbes Reaſon Evince Promiſcuoxs of allthinp 
Copulation ( as, diametrically Oppotite to Wedlock ) tobe | 
Brutiſhly Zanatural, For an Incertainty of Of pring muſt 
needs be the: Conſequence to a Prohibition of Marriage ; 
and therefore an-/xcertainty of Childrens Maintenance, and 
Education. Beſides, if the {ſue be. 7ncertain, there can be 
- ho diſtin&tion. of. Bloed, or reſpe&t to -Conſanguinity., All 
this Nature utterly abhors ; the Scripture fays, A man 
ſhall leave his 'F and Mother, and cleave to his Wife, 


C. 


THERE is. the ſame facility aol Fs the matter Proprety; 
of Partition,alſo. For if it be true. (as daily Experience greeable 
roves it to be) that /dle People would never take pains Nature. 
a Livelihood, if their Neceſſities. were ſupply'd out - 


. 
— 


. munity, and filling every 


" Decretals ; 
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the Common Stock ; If it be true that the Covetous and Am- 


Litious, by ſeizi 


upon the Poſſeſſions of the Weaker, 
would be contin 


y Violating the Bowds of ſuch a Com- 
Corner -with Confuſion ; and 
Bl : the Reaſons for getting an Efate, and for lay- 
ing al in Common, cannot but be Vaſtly Diſproportiona- 
ble. Since now we are born with Paſfons and Appetites © 
all kinds ; How were it — for Humane Nature to 
Subſiſt, without the wholeſom Efefs of this Divifien of 
Subſtance ! With ſuch like Trrefragable ts does 
he Obviate Plato's Opinions upon this Sabjett : And yet 
have not theſe Monſtrous AZ/urdities been withour their 
Favourers, even in Our Times; and ſome of them Divines 
too, (but ſuch as were Unſound, and wholly given up to 
Novelties) that havenot ſtuck to affirm all things to lye 
in Common by Divine Right. An Errour the moſt Groſs, 
and Unhappy, imaginable! For upon the admittance of 
ſach a Pofitzon, can we ever hope to keep Clear of thoſe 
wretched Bigotts , that blindly fall upon the ſerving of 
Satan, for God ſake ; by. invading the Rights of Their 
Neighbours, and propagating DiſtraQtions , Rapins , and 
Calamities, where-<re they get foor img > Now how a 7e- 
et productive of ſuch horrid 7mpieties can'be Conſonant 
to the Peace-breathing Inſpirations of the Holy Goſpel ; that 
Commands Obedience to Political Conſtitutions, and prohi- 
bits Theft, asa Mortal fin; I defie the moſt Partial Ad- 
he KEN elt on? Bye ajen the Arititge in 
other hand, we caſt our Eye upon 
from Propreety and withall *cbbder the Diftinct.8. ofthe 
72. * By means of Kings and Rulers upon 
« Farth, the Almighty tas vouchſat'd to Mankind the Bleſ- 
© ſing of Eavs, Government :. to. any Unprejudic'd 
Perfon there will appear ſufficient Growd' tor the fu | 
of this Warrantable Pfition ; Property, and Divifion of $14- 
ance, u of Evanzelical Eſtabliſhment. PEG 
| ME 
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SOME there are, I know, that have endeavour'd to pus; rms. 
qualifie the #ar/bneſs of this Yote for a —_— all munity Un-" 
things ; by appropriating it to the State of the World be- natural and 
fore Natural Corruption. But alas! what can this ſorry Imprattica- 
ſubterfuge make againſt Ts, or advan Them, ſhould it ble» Arg*- 
be granted ? For we are diſcourſing of the-preſent Condit- —idthe | 
ox of things, under Original fir. Bekde that not one of ok Fa 
all the Ancient Lawyers ever ' pleaded Natwral Right in fa- yourer; of 
vour of any ſuch kind of Community : But are Pofitive, it. 
on the other hand, that what in the Beginning was No bo- 
dies, Nature beſtow'd upon the Firſt :PollefJour.” So that 
Property is moſt evidently agreeable to' Right Reaſon; and 
that, is, the Law of Nature. This may ſerve as an Anti 
dote againſt the Infectious Influence of this Pernicious Po- 
licy, 'which might otherwiſe, probably, prevail upon the 
Unfteady, and Inconfiderate, to their Vndoing.: Let me add 
thisfurther ; That 'tis 6ne of the moſt Glorious Excellen- 
cies of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, that of a Reverential: Con- 
 formity to the. Civil Eſtabliſhments of the Kingdom: And 
that all ſuch: Principles and Pradtices as tend-to affet the 
. Publique Peace, are an Abomination to the Lord of Hoſts. 
To thoſe:now that by pretences of Divine Right do. zea- 
louſly- cry up this Community of all things; Obje& the 
Eighth Commandment ; Thou ſhalt not Steal : For by this 
Precept every one has confirm'd to him the lawful Enjoy- 
ment of his own Poſſeſſions. If the Goſpel be alledgd to he 
fame purpoſe; lay before them Rom, 13. where S. Paul af- 
firms, that all Legal Inſtitutions are Gods Ordinances. And 
if they ſhall plead the Law of Nature, anſwer them with 
the Didtates of Right Reaſon, which ſuggeſt the Impratt;- 
cablemſs of ſach a Projeft : Becauſe the Sluggard would 
then /ve upon the Labour of the Induſtrious ; directly a- 
gainſt Nature's Law , contained in theſe words, By.,4he 
fweat of thy Brows (halt thou eat thy Bread. 
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AFTER Ariforle has given an accompt of tlie Poltti- 


| of Ipnever cat Conſtitutions of ſeveral States; (all which are/ Obvious 
| ringykl —_— in. Hiftery) he comes then to ſpeak of Alteration of Laws; 


| ters 


mg they ſhould be ſomewhat - <9 he 


of Locrs obliged all their Proje- 
r-their Pr abs with Ropes about 
their Necks; in caſe the Bis were not approved of, 
all fuch New- ed Maggots might be immediately 
out_of the way. And Herodotus ſays ,' that no 
Honeſt man will andervalue the Government of his Own 
Country ; becauſe. our Natural Afﬀetion for it, is fo Inſu- 
perable; that had we the Liberty of Cheice' in the-cafe, 


&tors of Laws, to 


"_ ſhould. fill prefer > Policy to that of any Forteign *, 


never ſo much the Berrer. Hither may be 
als apply'd Ec. 10. which amplifies upon 'this 7heme ; 
and compares the New-mou/dng- of a. State, to the.pluck- 
ing up of 2'Hedge : where the One opensa.Patiage tor all 
manner of Yermin to creep into 'the Garden: rhe Orber 
Capacitates the Looſe; and Diſaſſetted, ro Undermine, and 
fubvert the whole Political Machine. A Sabve to this Sore, 


1 know none better; than a Religious Afſuraxce of Gods 


Over-ruling in-the Eftabliſhment of Governments, and Laws ; 
to which, Obedience is es Indiſpenfably neceſſary, as'15 any 


other Chriftian Duty whatſoever. If it be demanded how ' 


far the Zxtravagances of Laws may be difſembled, Ari/to- 
tle reſolves the Queſtion, in his Erhiques; where he teaches, 
that Laws t-to be founded upon Right Reaſon; to 
which, if any happen to be ſo dire&ttly repugnant, 
2s to adminiſter to theY:tiating of Nature, all ſuch ought 

to be aboliſhed : But to be born with, on the ozher tide, 
*t the Grievances occaſioned by ſuch Deviations, be not 


Inſup- 


Aa 
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\mſupportable. For as a Lefr-handed man ſhould npt, to 
his certain prejudice, be compelled ro the Wy Cu 
ftom ; So neither ought Laws to be inſtantly Chang'd, be. 
cauſe they run not in the YVifible Track of Natare. And as 
are. in their Applications to a Diftemper, are- parti- 
cularly careful of. not tretting the . /7 Fumours of the Bo- 
dy; So are there certain Ivfirmities in a Stare, that will 
not endure the Lancer, but are only to be redreſsd 

Patience. I have been the more Expreſs upon this Subject ; 
for that *tis worth a mans whileto be thoro mform'd 
in the Neceſſity of bearing with the Weakneſſes and /mper. 


feAions of Governments. 


—— lt. 


Mt. 


On the Third Book of Politiques. 


RISTOTLE, the beſt Contriver of Merhod, ha- 
ving obſerv'd all Sciences to be ſupported upon the 
Bafis of Common. Principles; deriy'd the Ori of his 
Political Inſtitutions from the Nataral es of Max 
to Society: Of this Society, Marriage is the flnſtance. 
Then comes on a Family; and from That proceeds a Ne- 
ceſſity of Command, and Obedience. Having driven the 
matter thus far ; he then perceiv'd, that a Cty would be 
the Reſult of a Connexion or Combiaation of Families. 


PROPERTY, and Partition , are the Subjetts of 


His" Second Book. In: theſe hn now, are Compre. 


hended a Scheme of the whole Political Art. 


AS to the Bugneſs of this his. 7hird Book ; it is, to 
Define a City, and a Citizen; and to ſet down- the ſeveral 
Forms of Regiment, that have, at any time, been adopted 
into any State. By the way, let me admoniſh the Reader 
tocontemplate the Profi of theſe Diſcom;ſes: Some where- 

D 2 
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of furniſh. Inſtru&tions for the Menage of Trade ; Others, 
for the Deciſion of Controverfies : in his Readings let 
him alſo colle& Notes out of each particular 4rt-and ap- 
ply them tothe ſervice of the Commonwealth, and of his 
own Private.— But to Reſume my Purpoſe. 


A.CITY, is a Body of Men,. in proſpet of Mutual ad. 


A City d 
rnd and ſecurity, Incorporated by a Law. 


find. And vantage, 


A Citizen. .. A CITIZEN, is a Deniſon of this Society ; and ca- 
pable x gw, Office in the Government LA | | 
THE Publique Weal ſhould be the Chief Aim of eve 
: ry Individual: As the ſafety of the Veſſel! is the Care of 
of -the Mariners, however diverſifid, and diſtinguiſh'd, 

in. their Stations.. 


| Palicy; _- POLICY, is the Sauttion of Legal Ordinances, as- a 
'what it is. Chard to Authority, and Obedience, in the Government of 
a. Commonwealth. | . 
| Policy is: either Sound, or Corrupt ; The Sound may ke 
Branch'd-into Three Diviſions. 


I"'MONARCHY; Or, The Supremacy.of a Sii 
| Perſon, in the Adminiſtration of F $S bas 7 deg 
the Publique Benefit. | 
Thie Corruption of this Form , is the Generation of Ty- 
Yanny : And it hap ns, when the Common Good is. forcd. 
| to Truckle under Private Intere/t.— The ſeveral Kinds of 
| : Kingly. Government ſhall be exhibited, in another place. 


Il. ARISTOCRACY;. Or, 7he Superiority of a 
few Able, Wealthy, and Flonourable Members, in Civil 

T] ranſattions, over the whole Body Politique. © | 

Of thiis ſort, is the Government | Noremberg : And the 

Drgenzratian of it is term'd Oligarchy ; where the Publique 


Trea- 
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Treaſure is drain'd into the Coffers of a Ravenous, and In- 
croaching Party. Thus far & it with'Rome' (of Old) under 
Sy : And not much better , is the preſent fate of the 
Commonwealth of Erfort. | 


I. DEMOCRACY ; Or, The People's keeping the Su- 
reme Authority in their Own hands. | 

The «mt of this kind, may be call'd Amarchy; 

Or (according to ſome) Democracy ſtill : when the Populace 

do ſupport their Creatures, to curb, and Lord it, over the 

Nobilyy This Mozle) the Bores aim'd at in their Tumults in 

Germany: And much alike, is the Regimen of the Z7etve- 
Hans. | 


HERE it is uſually controverted, which of theſe agus: 
Forms, is the Beſt. Doubtleſs Monarchy is, it the Judg- the beſt of 
ment of Fomer ; or of the Perfian Princes (as ſet down theſe Forms. 
by Zerodotus 10. his Third Book) may be allow'd for 


Carrent. 


IN this place alſo, do Moder» Commentators argue up- The Pope's 
on the Neceſlity of Oe man's being niverſal Monarch, Pretences | 
over all the World; And ſome of them, taking the thing to an Uni- 
for granted, have conferr'd the 7;tle upon the Biſhep ot ver/ality of 
Rome; and, by a Conſequential Annexion; a Power of di- © ——— 
ſpoſing of Principalities, as the Zoy ſhall take him : And bo BR" 
Ml this only as an” Appendix to his Office of Ficcar-Gene- ,,,,. if 
ral, in which they tell you (i you'll believe them) he 
was inveſted by Chrit himſelf. Tothe Truth of the whole 
matter, they fairly cite Gratian, as an Evidence. This Er- 
roar, I ſuppoſe, took its Riſe from the Fallacy of the Z7igh- 

Priefts annointing their XFzgs, in the O/d Law : Thence 
infetring , that Xings were beholden to them for their 
Crowns. Heteupon they Reaſon thus : The Goſpel is not 


of Particular, but General, Intent ; The Pope is Chief rs 


*%. 
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of all the Churches ; Therefore is his Secular Anthority E- 
qual to his Spiritual: Beſide that to Amnoynt, (ay"rhey) is 
to make a King. Theſe are the 4 s by which theſe: 
men, that know there's ski/ in Dawbing, do. endeavour 
| to. ſupport the Popes . Right to Summon, Chaſtiſe, and 
Dethrone Princes : Nay in truth of doing what he liſts. 
And upon no better grounds, the Roman Biſhops have of- 
. ten attempted upon the Perſons and Dominions of Kings 
and Emperours. = ſo miſerably have. the people (by 
their Impticite Faith) 'been ſeduced with this Porous 
Dottrine, - that for along _ time it 'has been deem'd no leſs 
than Zerefie, to queſtion whether Both Swords (their own 
Term) were Peculiarto his Holineſſes Scabbard, or not. Tf 
we do but ſearch the Scriptures now, they wilt learn-us 
quite azother Leſſon. My Kingdom is not of this World (ſays 
our Savieur.:) And ſpeaking to his Apoſtles; The Kings 
f the Gentiles (ſays he) exerciſe _— ; but it ſhall not 
e ſo withTou: And a number of other Zexts to the ſame 
Purpoſe. By all which it manifeſtly appears, that Chri/'s 
is a Spiritual, not a Temporal Kingdom; and conſiſts in Vi- 
vifying, and Dire&ing the Hearts of the Faithful, by the 
Holy Spirit, in the way.to Salvation; and not in aboliſh- | 
ing of Civil Sanitions, ordain'd by God for the maintain- 1 
ing of Concord ; and for the Puniſhment of the Wicked. 
The Paſtors Office is further laid down in the words, Go, 
Preach the Goſpel : For to hold forth the Word, with Inte- 
grity, toremit Sivs, and to denounce Gods Fadgments a- 
gainſt the Incorrigible, are the proper Branches of his Fun- 
clion:- His Commijtion not extending to. 7yrannical Cſurpa- 
tions upon mens Lives and Liberties; but only to a Right 
Information of Conſciexces, in reference to the Dutzes of 
Repentance, and an on:/t Life. But the Office of a King, 
on the ether (ide, is, to. eſtabliſh Laws, for the Prevention, 
ar Revenging ot 7njwries, done to the Subjett; and to exe- 
cure 7u/tice upon all kinds of Offenders. All this is _ 
tain 
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tairiectin Rows, 13. 7he Magiſtrate beareth wot the Sword 
wain ; but for the encouragement of the well-doers, &c. Now 
asWedlock, however diverſifid from the Goſpel, is yet of 
Gods appointment; ſo Empire, though dillerent, (it may be, 
from any pretended Gofpel-Mode/) 15 of Divine Inſtitution 
alfa. He that ſheds Blead, by man ſhall his Blood. be ſbed. 
In 'which-wands (fpokento-Noab) Dominion is confirm'd, 
to'take Yengeance' upon the Violators of Natures Laws. 
And omitting the Suggeſtions of Right Reaſon, in favour 
Government ; the Fifth Commandment 15 politive tor it; 4 
Injoyning Obedience to Parents, and Superivurs. 


TH ſt E arc another ſort of theſe Creatures, that will The $«- 
needs have the Supreme Authority, to be Originally in the preme Pow: 
People ; to whom they make the Prince to lland Obliged #7, not Ori- 
for it; as being 7heir proper Gift. But, this Aſertion is $inally in 
Notoriouſly ©nrrae - For Xings have a Right to Command, he Feoghs, 
even over the 7awiling: Nor docs their 7itle only flow 
tam Eletion ; but ſometimes from Hereditary Succeſſion ; 
ar clfe from the Reſult of Lawtul Wars, Conqueſt. | 

THERE is yet one Sed more; of theſe Writers ; | 

that reckoning upon the Neceſfity of an Zaiverſal = —_— 
warchy as certain ; and obſerving the Miſcarriages. no ws: | 
Brethren, in placing it in the Pope, have endeavour'd to. ſal. #fe- 
mend the matter, by attributing this Latitude of Power «cb 
to the Roman Emperour. And'to make all ſure, ſundry Au- 
thorities are produc'd out of the Bible : As, there went 
forth a Decree from Auguitus Czar, that al the World 
ſhould be Taxed.. Give unto Cxlar the things that are Cw- 
fars,&c. But L anſwer ia ſhort ; That 'tis a Rhetorical wa 
of Speech, to the major part for the whole ;. For theſe 
words cannot be Undertt as In/luential u the Tnt- 
verſe in General; tut to concern thoſe Ne only, 

he 


which were at that tine under the Roman 79 : Nay t 
| Scripture 


(24) 
Scriptare it {elf does elſewhere witnefs, that. theitime 
would come when this Vaſt Body of Empire ſhould be Can- 
ronized into divers Independent States. So that it may 
reaſonably be conc/aded, that neither the Emperour, nor 
the Pope, have any jult pretenſions to ſuch an #+werſa- 
| lity of Dominion. But, as there'has Ever beea' , and 
| Abſolute Commonwealths, upon the Earth ; fo; at this day, 
| is every Monarch entirely Supreme; and, within the Lis 
| mits of his own Xingdom, Uncontroulable by an) Humane 
| Power. 'The four ſuccefive Empires of the World, Z/ifory 
| calls Monarchies: Not that they ever had, or pretended to, 

an ©niverſality of Rule; but in reſpe&t only of the Large 
| Extent of their Territories. It was the Almightie's plea- 
| ſure to caſt ſundry ſmall Principalities into One Great Ems 
| prre; in order, potlibly, to the more ſpeedy and Effeuil 
| |. Propagation of the Gofpel. We read that rhe Aow/edge of 

«the Trac Ged, became, on' a ſudden, wonderfully f 
| over all Perfia, and Aſfyria, upon DaniePs being carrid into 
| | :Chaldea : And the Extenſive Greatneſs of the Roman Do- 
F- | minions, gave the Apoſtles an opportunity, and open Paf 
| ſage, to proclaim the Evange/ far and near. Belide that 
ENDED by this means God's O_——_ (inthat all the Nations 

| ' O t any 


| | he Earth ire-in his bonds, to do with them as beft 
| leaſes him) kecame manifeſted ro the Children of men 
-” Ray, and his 7»/ttce too ; in the Diſmembring ot Migh- 
ty Xinzdoms, as a'Judgmeyt upon the People, for their--ma- 


| The Predi- nifold Tranſereſſiens againſt him. 


ft | fon of the 


| Fall and | : . : | 
| Geof” LET it be here obſerv'd; that in the B#/e only, the 


| | the four Predittion of the C atoſtrophe and Succeſſion of. thele leve- 
| | Mozarchies fal Empires, is to Le met with. Certainly nothing can 
| | of the "make more for the Glory of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, than 
{ | Werld, only-gpe. corning to pals of thoſe Revoluticns, at the exact time 


[| mM 
| | bo »» _ foreto/d,zp the Scriptures. Becaute this Confideration alone, 


' the Bible, 15 not only ſufficient to evince them to be dictated. hy 
| - | Gods 
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(as) 
Gods 1a gr ; -but thar the ſame. God. is the Sove- 
reign Diſpoſer of al things, both in Heaven and Earth. 
Oh! tas this Reflection might in us ſuch a Reveren. 
tial Deference to our Prince, and Government, as may be 
worthy of. Z/im, the YVicegerent ; and. of It, the Handy; 
work 'of ſo Omnipotent, Incomprehenfible a Being, | 


td. 


Of the ſeveral forts of KINGS. 


KING (properly ſo call'd) #s a Supremacy of Pow- 

| er, Independent from all Earthly Authority. Now 
ſeveral Xinds of Xingly Government might, Originally, 

ed from the dive of Diſpoſitions 1n the Princes ; 
ome of which merited, and preſerv'd their Nataral Right 
to an Znlimited Sovereignty ; Others, contented themſelves 
with a R:ffrain'd One. The fr of theſe Kinds of Regali- 
Eonar in the Primitive Times, when the Princes 
4 was his only Law; which yet he was eſpecially care- 
ful todire&, to the Beneft of his Peaple. Paralel tothi, 
is the Domeſtigue Authority of a Father over his Children. 
This Form now ſeems to have much of. the Max in't: bur, 


d,. be 
rant, 
s 


dire&t prejudice to the Pabligue Intereſt. From, a. irequen- 
cy of fuch Prattices, there rung" 6.0 ty of, provid 

againſt them, by the Santtion of. w Laws ; as a 
Compaſs for the Magiſtrate to Steer his Courſe by, 1n 
der to the Publigue Welfare. By theſe means it was, that. 
this , other ſort of Kingly ACA was brought into, 


» Hg. 


, 
= 


(26) 
B which yet , notwithſtanding the Qualifications of 

jw. Liws. does cont of an entire Sapr of Monarchical 
and Turiſdittion. Some Nat ions Fs et went fo far, 


as to” conſtitute Guardians to their Kings, to veep ham 
cede- 


- within-Bounds: Such were the Ephori, among the 


monians, who (ys Thacydides) were impower'd even to 
Impriſon their Princes, if they ſaw occaſion: But theſe 
were not Aings 1n Effett, but 54 by Eguivecation. And 
yet ſome R lances of this Platform are diſcoverable 
in the Conſtitutions of theſe. 7imes : For Germany has /Ats 
Elblbours i. France had its Princes in the Court ws "T% 
ment, that were, as it were, Ephori to their Xings 
ſome Countries have more of this, others /*/s. T heſe 
Aga however are eafity broken : Neither, in truth, is 
comrvenicnt too obſtinately to withſtand the 
Þ Pheafure ; who, in his 4#jons Fey's ply We Ne 
to that 4 / Procy that inveſted him 
and whoſe Reftriftions ought to Iſſue from "ne wed 
«grow OY Far whos (HUE ip ns npoh a Prince for 
Olfervation of the Laws, when he does better 
of his aw# meer Motion, than they could otherwiſe 
ay 'to? Befjde the Barbarous 7ug/atitude of wm- 
a Donatiue tothe of the Beftower :; For 
are Laws I pray but fo.many Ads of Grace 1 IN 
ao) ws Of his good will to_his People, in 
ance of their Petitions upon Tender ; w he 
ant, ot rejet?, at Pleaſure > The Promyfes du- 
hich I cannot but commend, and approve 
that Gead Policy d in the /ub/ſtrtution + the 
'of for by their fubmillive Applics- 
thons, ' Audrur.c MY ons, and Marute Counſels, 
alliy, and ſmooth the voir of Monarchy. And it may be 
matrer worth in iring inito, perhaps; whether the mixe 
ture of Clay and Iron in the Statue of Daniel, be not Em- 
of this 7! emperature of Kingly Government with: 
4 HERE, 


Gy 


. 
® * 


ga -? * 4 
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(27). 
HERE, I remember,* it. uſes. to be-y 
vaſſed, whether it be /awfa/ fot a Private man to kill a Ty, Frine of 


rant : And, whether a Subject ma y juſt repel the a/ Killing or 
Vielence of his Prince, Since bs jy aye 6p > 
may ſeem to Caxce/ the Obligation of y bag 8 Marifr are 


ther, The Anfwer now is ealie: For the Goſpe! exprefly condemn'd 
all Private V ce : and our Saviour ſays; as lmpious- 

the Sword , ſhall periſh by the Sword. 

needs be Impious, and wlg W for « Sub. 

lus Natwral Lord, | 


He that takes 
[Therefore it 

jedt to $i1l, or reſt 
never fo Tyramuical/ . Befide that the Stipudacio 
the Prixce obliges: hunſelf to certain Rules, | 0 
tion, is not. the mein 7ye of the Peoples O | ence: Fer the 
Race Ind boued by the Command of God, which 


Hings 5 and expreſty prehibits-el} mannerot Fercih, 
(fiance agaimitthe Supreme Magifrate, upon any: 
-whatſoever. 'Fhus' to:Lrve, and thus to Do, is com- 
-mendable, and Conſdnant tothe _—_ of our Chriſti- 
an Faith. nee _ are an x eto - Unſteady ſort 
ob People, (1 know Hh ie 
contained in the Scriptures, ng Lg ickle. 
Point of r the REY $ — + 
frate to Affirmative. Butalas! - 4 Plea = 
abc they wand, rt their 4Aſſertion, has ſo.much of 
©nregeneracy init, fo little of Reafon, ye = 
great of any ſober Chriſtian's being ſeduced with 
xt; They tell yout that 
- 'T-HE -Injultice of. a Princecowards his Wn aliually 
| , diſcharges them of their Gbatlanegia to him + And then they 


Ae Lapen's Level 


thenti //orours and Qbediency, £v0n. £0. a 
© 
FOVEWcE 


5\ BUT: what effeſt can kia Ky rake Pretence have py, 1, 


"qpon any ons, that is-but able to diltinguiſh:berwixt the ,,,,1; forir, | 


: refuffong to Execure 'x Mortally: ſinful. Commund from: a anſwer'd. 


Es VINCE ; 


thy can- The Do- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


God 

win of are nots little' divided, in-the matter." Sowe of them.con- 
all Reaſon- end fgr the Subjetts 4, to lye at the. abſolute di 
able Forms 'the 'Prixce + Others will havethis 


of Regs- 
20120. 


% |, 
' . 


C1 


ne: tenor, 


# *, ®, * 
- 


-»-; "and pro R_ on'd'to the '/frength. of the Body ; fo avoring 
a Vere, acco 


(28) 
Prince; ardrhe Fighring, agjinſt, or Xing. him: where 
nd { wp oppoſite to*the Law. of God; the. 0: 
- ther, 'a Patient  Refignation of our ſelves to his good Plea- 
ſare. This /atter Courſe took Daniel, the - Prophets, and 
les: 'who never went about to oppoſe the Violence 

4nd Injuſtice of even the wor of ' Prin e5 ;; though they 
were not to be wrought ypoin to ſubmit to' their Wits 

inal rang 

"HER E is commonly Rarted a Quebion ; which of theſe 
Forms of -Monmarchy is moſt pleafing t0 God + And Divines 


fail of 
be repugnane o'the'Gepe/: And ge; this Do 
be to'the'6 in De- 
not many" yearw ſince, they mſtigated che Malt i- 
act an Mes of — an re 
'of their : _ ; ;(@ wr gee it: 

Tnrrunings Peſtient L; a ors tro 
From Offee of Toy, and Pug corre 

former Ops ion may indeed be 'Cehſurable as. over-ri- 

+ gorous, Cind- Inhumane: But for this latter, it not on- 
'Iy* contradits the Word.of "God, but is alfo deftructive 
'of Society and Commerce : So that it ought wholly to be 
'Repudiated. And as to the former, let me here tell-you 
ofhce for all, that ſuch Ls 74 6 wing pF then 25 are 
Sper, Princi Reaſon : t do incourage 
wn and Howeft ; Prohibit Vice, = 

Punk it; all ſuch Forms (if we dare take St. Paw/s word 

inthe Caſe) the Almighty does allow of. Andalthough in 

\ſome Countries the Reins 'of Goverwment be kept more {trift, 
and in others, more Remiſs : Yet does not this hinder, but 
that they may Both fairly lay Claim to Divine Inſtitution. 
\'T "For as Remedzes are adapted to the' quality of the Diſeaſe, 


ABT to be more ar /eſs ſe 


(29) 
to-the Natural: 7, the People : of whom, 
ep oncay Agios Wan grelt able, that no 
fair means, or good _ will prevail upon them.- This | 
now-is-a-cauſe 'of the Diverſity wy Ciuil C non, by 
which 'are .treated as S/aves 5 others,” indulz'd; and 
privitedg d; by the Generolity of rhe Prince in conſent. 
ingto 8 Limitation of his Prerogative. Thus it. is 1 
na where. the Romay Laws are moſt in_uſe; By this we 

that all Sabjetts axe not properly Slaves. Yet can it 


not gs nerd, FX Hook $4 hy” Facing 
Fo gps 


b ehis th pk puty, eo it be 2 
er if it oEferve her gen Meaſures, it is 


ver EI 7:K. 
 Gads Intment. 

mar be: Le aro eos h, who mis 
_ But: from ks has been ſaid 
there de beno FRA le Conſequence, either that this R+- 
gorous, or any one other Model of Regiment, "__ to be-u- 
niverſally entertain'd,in all Countries. For where the peo- 
pte have” obtain'd a -Grant of -Priviledges, the ieve 
ought not in Juſtice to invade them : Becauſe in a oper 
the Subjetts Right is as undoubted, as is the Princes : ke 
the Jifference ke lies in tbis, that the Subjett may forteit his 
Free-hold , ty. Miſdemeanour , or otherwiſe ; whereas the 
Prince 15 utter Y Incapable of making any Forfeiture of 


his Crown... that Achab News of {ſrael) ſinned 
ary; , in Ding upon 'Nabot}'s Vamard; becauſe, 


that C ountry . God had eſlabliſhed a Limited Monarchy ; 


andallotted to! apa their Propriety : And every Xing- 


dom has a 7itl: to 
do aſſure to it. 


KAR, as the Laws of the fame 


NAY even under 7yrany it ſelf, where All is meer A 


. Slavery, the Magiſtrate js naturally obliged to ſuch a/ow- ris _ 


ances 


| ; * 
, 
C 2 


(39) 


ances a5 ma be fuficient for the fupportof hs te "fhow? 
as Solomon has it in his Book of (xo dore oy ty 
Whip, and the Burthen to the Aſs; Bread, Correttion, and 


Labour, to the Slave. And the Coil Law does permit cer: 
tain.degrees of Freedom, even to Bondmen, and Aliens.” ” 


Ng | BUT then; on the orher ſide ; by the word Libevty 
» the Ought not] to” be underſtood © an ron” from all Re- 


FE 
d, L;- frdi#t : For Doe Molar ency ; nd the 


, ought hazz4 2! for the' fervice of the Gourrnment, itt 
ie © ti! etl Theuntient pon the Frere, and on 
erſtood. the S[zve. Anil thofe are the" Peſts *of Markind, that cry 


up Liberty as a Licenſe Yo Sedition;' notas-an Prcentiue td 


Loyalty. Now let every 'one of uslay it toheart; that 
Ae Gee Bolt for tety; whictt an reve yo 
ſery' withour Sapetoriry and Obdiprce, it Hevomes he 
our Daty, atid our 7#terg, tocontfibute as mach as itt" 'vs 
les, to the Wea/ of the Publigue; and to the maitttenance 
of the Efabli/Þd Political Conftitutions. ot 


4 — " _— - 


— » _- w 4 


; of LAWS. 


ARISTOTLE concludes his Third Book with this 
*® Quzre; Which is the more Preferable, the Government 
of a Commonwealth , according tothe Arbitrament ' of z 
W.[:, and.aFuſt Prince; or, according to the preſcriptions | 
a written Law 2 There are certair- unexpenecned perf 
fhat haverevived this Quefion, now in owr Times : Their 
Reaſonthis. "They happening to be men 1n Office, phan- 
ſd it a leſſening of their Cree to be ſtiff treated as $4hvvy- 
' toys, anddebarrd the Exerciſe of their own Tudement' 4 by 
Leing obliged to, Copy aſter the Placzts of every raging 
Lawyer : And the Veneration paid to the LZatoars of the 
Ancients, was anſavoury to the Delicate Palares of  thete . 
| _ forward 


I 4:6 Te £6 


(31) 
forward Statifts.;Nay.ſome Learved men (but fachywhoſe - 
Talent lay another way) have- not & little comributed to 
the 4zoying them upiathis Per ; by an Artificial and fub- - 
tal way of Reafoxing : As thus. 

At Thing we of- nee:futy be left to tht Determination 


e Judge; for that it is impoſſible to « 
1h: Caſts aud. kmergencies, in the Budy of the —_ 
Therefore might the Formaiities of Law-Courts Aj be ſpar'd, 


p-. Fr Ifermee, more maturall y diſpatch'd, by ſuch a Conciſe, 


N fo.gnka ch the, 2 Revgeoce yet the more plauſible, 
.ocealion-of Cenſuring the De/ays, and: ſbaf- 
ices, which the people are commonly expoſed! to, 
Courts... All which Grievances (they alledge”) 
yer; ren by: an allowance of the Sewerce of | 
bees rate, though nat -puntually calculated accard- 

to the Quillets of Law, to be: Decretory,' and Conc/n- 


iy 


Reaſons to. the ſame purpote;; Ariſtotle: Reſfolves all; to 
GE - That” Porpons the' more-;/afe to ſway a Nos 
State, an ſatu attory to decide Controverſies, by haſt on prece- || 
of rtg's.” hw Prefident, than the other way cn 3 it | 
Les s be) iow the advantage of (och Injrencur, oy por 
Figur'y to ronQunce upon, Points of Equity, atryl 2.ule, an 
of proffr, tothe Publ ve Weat : And. fewer [Ipod Legal. 
with {i Woes Integrity as '\not to. giveoccaſion 
aa certain Over-ruling Eltatliſhments, that may controul 
mitigate the Arbitrarinsſs of their Decrees... Becauſe 
Foſion gp themſelves to be. Dnacconntable , either Tgno- 
Pa fon, or Partiality might otherwiſe be ſtill pre- 
ng upon them, to take up. with Glimpſes of Reaſon, 
pl Appearaxces of 7rath: For even good men themſelves 
HP M09, Limes, the worſe by Licenſe, £& . 


AFTER the ſumming up and examining of many Ariſtotle's 0 


(32) 


'TThe Neceſ- - "BY all this we may learn, now'; that Zaws are of ne- 


79, and eſſary; and Extellent 2/e ; and a General Good ought e&- 


Excellence yer to weigh down 2 Particular Inconvenience : As Phy- 


| [of Law faves, though it reaches not to the Cure of all Diſeaſes, is 


et held in juſt £/#eem, for the Effect it has upon the Ge- 
Verality of "chem. Nay, the Miſchiets Ifuing from ſuch 2 
arr #4 would be as affli to a Beate, as are Una- 
voidable. For = age a e indu'd with 2 Spirit of Th 
fallibility, as wellas of Honefty ; yet will not all this an- 
nul the neceſſity of Political Inſtitutions; becauſe the 
Reaſonableneſy of a'Decree will never ſatisfiethe ZJrigious.c 
But they will ſtill be queſtioning either the Judges Care, 
or. his Integrity; where there is not an Indifferent, 
Standard to examine the Juſtice of his Sextence by., This 
istheonly way to quiet the Clamours of the Confentious ; 
DD eee En ns 
| for the} or ene - le-; not to- *un'y pre. 
vate To_ and fo have no Colour lett them, AS 
cuſe, for refuſing to ſubmit to their Authority, _,_ .., 


[i Unc Lows FROM the multitude 'of Injuftices that were conti- 
beamed nually ated under 'the Cover of this Arbitrarineſs, pro- 
ſt, to be <eeded the Irvention of Laws, as the beſt means to tree the 
-made. people from ſuch Burtheriſome Oppreffons; and for prevent- 
| ing affronts"to\the Langaage of the Magitrare : For the 
.,. ; placing the Heaſous of their' Dererminations upon "Recorg, 
+. took away allſuſpition of 'Partiakry, or Frrour inthe 
Judgment ; which though it nog perhaps ſeem ſevere, 
yet the” Legality of it was' its Fuſtification : And altho' 
the Joſs of a mans Cawſe might ſometimes make him uw 
tisfU with" the Reaſonablexeſs of the Law that occaſion'd 
ir: Yer the Complaint reſted there ;'beciuſe that was the 
Rule agreed "upon, "for the determining ' of Right and 
Wrong ; and the Generality of its Reception made its Yal;- 
Aity Unqueſtionable. - But this -4rgementativu might" be 
rf ſpard 


(33) 


ſpar; if we would butduly conſider it,that all wiſe Srates- 


men have unanimouſly concurr'd in an Opinion, of the 


neceſſity of writtey Laws. And the Arguments on the other 
hand, ought not to be brought into Cotnpetition with 
ſuch a number of Grave Authorities. When I conſider 
that in all other Arts, only the Maſters of them are eſteem- 
ed Competent Fudges of Controverfies ariſing about them ; 
I cannot but that unhappy Levity of F/umour, 
ſo predominant among us, which will ſtill be Magiſteri- 
ally Cenſuring the Proceedings of Princes, and Great men, 
ataventure: without any regard to the Reſpeit enjoyn'd 
us to our Speriours; or to the _— the Political 
Art, aboveall others. This Yavity ought effe&tually to 
be provided againſt ; as not only detratting from the 
Dignity of this glorious Science ; but including alſo an r- 
let to the moſt pernicious of Crvil Confuftons; tor it is de- 
ſtrudtive of Order, and impairs the Veneration due to the 


Government. 


TAKE Ariftotle's Opinion of written Laws in his own 


words ; 4 ws & (fays he) ris riwr xaiuey Zrxurs Wie: That is pref 
to ſay; © Where wholeſome Laws are entertained, as a to Arbi. 
* Rude for Civil Proceedings, in a Commonwealth ; it ar- trery- 


@ a Diſpoſition in that people, to depend upon Divine 
wy Reaſon, for their Proteflieh. But vicds T, ak is the 
*only Moderator; there the Subjeit Truckles to a Brute ; 
*and lies at the Mercy of Paſſion, and Corruption :- where- 
* as the Laws know none of th; as being True Reaſon, 
* diveſted of all 4fettiovs. Thus much wasweZ faid ; for 
it inſinuates, that Laws are not only according to Nature, 
but that a Deity does Eminently Influence, in the Santion 
of them. For the Philoſophers tid hold the Superintenden- 
cy oF a, Providence, in the Conſervation of the 2niverſe - 
And further ; That Man brings into the World with him, 
certain Natural Principles, and Seeds of Knowledge, which 

| , F are 


( 7). 
4 $6 ethers Sp ul 3 Gord! Gad ng 
ver to Pre down a Particular Incorvenience : a 


nil Reems, for the Effect it has upon Wo 
rrp of thn Nay, the Miſchiets from ſuch 2 
#berty, would be as to a Stare, as are Una- 
le. For Togpets a Fudge indu'd with 2 Spirit of In- 
Tile, as well as of Zonefty ; yet will not all this an- 
nul the arr of Pe, wager dcg becauſe the 
& 7 6 of a'Decree will never aobs.c 
: Ge wi ſtall dog mane either 'the Judges Care, 
4 or RO rity ; W re 1$not an Indifferent 
Stanlird - eines the 7u/tice of his Sentence dy. Legal 
istheonly way to quiet the Clamours of the Contentious ; 
becauſe "Conſcious that - the'Zaws were Pnated 
' for the £rod-of the Whole; and not to-gratifie any pre. 
wvate #ntereſt: and ſo have no Colour lett them, orEx- 
a for refuſing to ſubmit to their Authority. © 


Ye av; 62 + FROM the multitude 'of Drjuftic YO conti- 
00 ated under the Cover of 'this | Arbirrarineſs, pro- 
. dbe conded the Invention of Laws, as the beſt means to free the 

| from ſuch Burtherſonie uf che and for prevent- 
. ing atone 2 tothe Languag ſtrate: Fax the 


the Reaſons of ets” Diviftiuer + upon Record, 
>a few all-ſuſpition MN Farley, or or” "Erhr at 6 


Judgment ; 3 which houg ſeem L 
yo the A ie -of it _ its os Prenaps LINER 


5 of pe might ſometimes Merion 

| with the Reaſonableneſ+ of the Law that eaſing 
ir: Yer the Complaint reſted there ; bectuſe that was the 
Rule agreed ' upon, 'for | the determining | 'f © Right and 
Wong ; and the Generality of its Reception made its boy 
wy Unqueſtionable. - But this Ars might" be 


ſpar 


I! 
b 
Q 
C 
4 
C 


(33) | 

if we would but duly conſider it,that all wiſe Srates- 
men have unanimouſly concurr'd in an Opinion, of the 
neceſſity of written Laws. And the Arguments on the other 
hand, ought not to be brought into Competition with 
ſuch a number of Grave Authorities. When I conſider 
that in all other Arts, only the Maſters of them are eſteem- 
ed Competent Fudges of Controverfies ariſingabout them; 
I cannot but reprehend that unhappy Levity of Zumour, 
ſo predominant among us, which will ſtill be Magiſteri- 
ally Cenſuring the Proceedings of Princes, and Great men, 
ata venture: without any regard to the Reſpect enjoyn'd 
us to our Superiours; or to the — ot the Political 
Art, aboveall others. This Vanity ought effectually to 
be provided againſt ; as not only detrafting from the 
Digsity of this glorious Science ; but including alſo an Zr 
let to the moſt pernicious of Crvil Confuftons; tor it is de- 
ſtructive of Order, and impairs the Veneration due to the 
Government. 


TAKE Arijfot/e's Opinion of written Laws in his own Legal Rule 
words ; 4 us  (fays he) riv riger xoiuey Zerxars Te That is pref 
to ſay; © Where wholeſome Laws are entertained, as a to Arbi- 
* Rule for Civil Proceedings, in a Commonwealth ; it ar- troy: 


* a Diſpoſition in that people, to depend upon Divine 
« Regſn, for their ProteZtics, But whete « 7yraxt is the 
*only Moderator; there the Subjeft Truckles to a Brute ; 
Fc lies at the Mercy of Paſſion, and Corruption : where- 
* as the Laws know none of thu; as being 7rue Reaſon, 
© diveſted of all 4feitiovs. Thus much waswe/ faid; for 
it infinuates, that Laws are not only according to Nature, 
but that a Deity does Eminently Influence, in the Santion 
of them. For the Philoſophers did hold the Superintenden- 
cy oF a, Providence, in the Conſervation of the 2niverſe : 
And further ; That Man brings into the World with him, 
certan Nataral Principles, and Seeds of Knowledge, which 

; F are 
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are the pie Efefts of the Divine Bounty. Nor have they 
Jedgd zmils this matrery > *! 1737 notre 


The Reman 'F HE Germans were once 'a Barbarous People ; Bur at 

Laws enter- this day they are happy in their Coil Inſtiturions, which 

tain'd In are caleutated according. to the Medel.of \Ancient! Rome. So 

Germ®Y. thigt they muſt be Equitable, as being grafted upon a 5/0c4 
that was planted by the moſt Wiſe, Juſt, and'Sucresful of 
Nations. And to ſpeak the Truth, i ſtands in a great mea- 
ſure indebted to this Policy, tor its preſent Nate of -Z7uma- 
ity, atid Moderation.” TRAC high 


The Jewiſh ' THE Fewiſh Platform was unqueſtionably of Divixe 
Platfors Tuvention +: but yet it was chiefly adapted $0 the Temper of 
rever de- that particular People ; and could never bedetign'd for an 
__ for 7yaverſal Model, to the utter abolithing pf all other £- 
fol Model. Rabliſptientis on INT i Þn2 (v0 l 57 EE 
The Ronan >» LICURGUS'S Laws were many of them Yici- 
Lxws com- vas; and Inifratiteable. ' Svlon's, indeed, were more © Rats- 
mended; - 94/7: But the \Rwwwnys; who came after Br by found it ne- 
and. -Prc- ; goffary-toeorteR, 'and amend them in marry confiderable 

| oe d 49.1 Ppines:; as tharot Marridet, Get Sorhat upon the whole 
207 2102 matter, 'T ray 1afbly afficm the-Remus' Lawsits.be 16/Ex- 
* a, and | &&fo'ull caſes that" rette £0 the wel. 

_ being of @ Community; that Reaſony and Nature, is Emhi- 

neatly Conſpicuoub'- in every” Branch 0f thern. "And 

. x. though there were fd uſe df thamrat be (Buy; yet wohſd 
Ding 1 dviſethe Reading of chain in Scivvl, ns ch Lt mezns 
85 would Of Seaſoning the Judgnizat, and' Ripenwy"it tot Civil Con- 
have the CYcernmments. | | NE Ex k 
Jewiſh Mo- * | Ne © - 1a 
del tobe - NOW catinotT away with thoſe weak and ufiſound 
eſtablilt's Sopiererers in Divinity, to whom nothing is Rehiſhiag bor 
ſftian States. Novelty., wad Change. They are wholly unicen -x & xy 
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Study ; and\ yet are ſet upon forging of new Frames 
of Policy, nd cook rome, the Fraps of all the Ancient 
Civilians and Experienc'd States-men. Noyle, and Conti- 
dence are in their Greateſt Arguments: but yet in 
the Yay of all their Lettures, and Harangues, you ever 
find the YVernifh. of, Relegion, and Conſcience; and Pretences 
of Hearty. goed will to the Publique. But alas! how eafie 
is.it todiſcern the Cheat th all this Facus 2 eſpeci- 
ally when we have it upon Record; and by Experience e- 
under the ſe/-ſame Mark have 
ſtill been carriedon, the- molt Hellyh of Conpiracies, and 
the horrideſt of YiÞanies, that ever were brought to 
Light, ſince the Fall of Lucifer. Thi main end, T fear 
me, of all. this Artificial Clamour, is either to Bazt tor fame 
Fat Benefice ; or elfe, to ſerve. the Turn of a Diſaffected, 
and ambitious Patron, For they tell you that all Zea- 
theniſb Laws are. to; be thrown -aſide, as /rofa/; and wii 
Meſes's, or - newymiyted Madels. of their own. (and upneþ o- 
—__ be received in. their ſtead. Now the /atter part 
of this Projet isRidiculays, agd; Vain; as-to the former, 
he that underſtands the Natwe of Chriſtian Liberty, may 
eaſily perceivethe unreaſonablengls of all ſuch Tmpoftions x 
Forut appears)by 44, 15. that we are wholly diſcharg'd 
from. thoſe Obligations ; becauſe if the Jewiſh Platform 
were eltablifidd amongas, we ſhould then loſe the Name 
of. Gentiles ; thei Converſion of whom, the Scriptures (o of 
teri mention > and :become: Profelited Zews:. But hear 
their” Argument, i | 
-- That which 1 not of Faith, (ſay they). x Sin, 
The Magiſtrate Determining accordingto the-Roman, or 

. other: Laws, cannot be ſure that his Judgment is plea- 

Yugo God, becanſe. net pronowneed. according, te: bis 
- i Rnes.. | 4 ea 
Therefore onght all Princes, te have Recaurſe toi thoſe Laws 

only, that God: himſelf has eftabliſ | L a 
F 2 
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| The Chief TO thisTanſwer; That the Minor Propoſition is ſim- 
end *of the ply Falſe. For a Magiſtrate may be fatisfrd in his Conſes- 
| Bible; in exce that his Sentence 1s pleaſing to God, though deliver'd 
| one tO according to the Tenour of the Romany, or any other Juſt 
jo: 05. Law; becauſe he has many Texts of Scripture to warrant 
| going Plea. : 
| ſuch an Aſſurance. Belide that it never was the Exd of 
thoſe Sacred Writings to exhibit Poſitive Preſcriptions in 
ſuch C7vil Caſes, as tall under the Cognizance of Flumane 
Reaſon; as being of Affinity to Eating, Tillage, Building, 
Gc. But their Real Defigy isto reveal to us. the W3Z of our 
Creator, in order to our Eternal Satvation. 


——_—_ 


That Herelſie, &c. in a Prince, deſtroys not his Right, 
&c. to Govern. © 


ICKLIFF, and others, by Sephiftries and Ar- 

» gumentations, have labour'd to prove, that Ze 
that has not the =—_ the op Age ought not to be ad- 
onitted as a Magiſtrate. But this Aſertion is cafily over- 
thrown, by a number of Texts of Scripture that diretly 
thwart it; by allowing a Prince a Right to a Crown, 
; though he be under /mmoral, or Irreligious Circumſtances 

'of Incapacity. Give unto Czfar (ſays Chriſt) the things that 

are Czlars: At the uttering whereof it is Notorious, that 

2 lewd and Pagan 7dolater was pollelsd of tht Imperial 

x2, Throne. And although S. Pau! knew very well what 
Heatheniſh and Vicious Wretches were then in Authority 

yet at that very time, in his Epiſtle to the Romans, he ſtuck 
not'todeclare the Magiſtrate to be Gods Miniſter : Nay, 
S. Peter enjoyns 0b ne to the Xings of his time, were 
they never ſo wicked or Atheiſtical : In Taying the Kings 
of the Gentiles exerciſe Authority ; our Saviour allows 
them the Title of Sovereigns, without making any Excep- 
tion to them for the /mpiety of. their Lives, or the Soom: 
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of their Belief. Daniel plainly tells Nebucodonozer, that 
God had beſtow'd upon him a Xivgdom. , And in the Pfal- 
miſt Kings are call'd Gods ; though, in the ſame breath, he 
upbraided them for their /viguities, and Corruptions. Ma- 


- ny other Inſtances there are to the ſame purpoſe. But 


theſe are ſufficient to convince all ſober men, of the weak:- 
neſs, and unſoundaneſs of all ſuch Pofitzons :- And that in 
the matter of Government, the Religion or Manners, are not 
ſo much to be regarded, as the Command of God; which 
preſſes all due Reverence to the Perſon of a Xing, though 
there wereno other Motive to it, than the ſacredveſ5 of 
his' Funttiov. Chriſtians may further take notice, that 
God many timespuniſhes a People, by ſetting a Vicious 
Magiſtrate over ,as a Judgment upon them for their 
fins : So that it is our Duty to amend our own Lives, and 
not to ſeek the deſtruction of that of our Prizce, if we 
be afflicted under his Government. The Sentence of Euri. 
pides that recommends a Patient Toleration of the Irre- 
gularities, and Errours of Kings, 1s worthy our Chriſtiay 
Imitation ; for we are bound, 1n Conſcience, to ſubmit to 
the Injunitions of the Powers above us. 


FOR Argument ſake, I will now give you a taſte of 
Wickliff*s way of Reaſoning upon this Point ; as a preg. \ 
nant proof of the Byaſs, and Prapity of his Judgment. 

Civil Dominion (lays he) i grounded upon Natural. 
Natural Dominion is to be Jult. 
Therefore Civil Dominion reſts upon the ſame Bottom. 

He urges, in Proof of the Minor, that Adam receiv'd 


the Gift of his Authority, in his itate of  /anocence. Civil Doms- | 


non may 


B UT, Ifay, that the Minor is falſe, this notwithſtand- fall upon 


ing : For I deny that Nataral Dominion is, to be Juſt ; and ſuch as are | 


that Fyftice (eſpecially Perſonal) is ſo eſſential to Sovereign- wholly un- 
ty, that the defe# of the ove, does Cancel the Right of the m_—_y of 
| or ver. 


] 
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other. \Becxuſe, wimireing that Adamwas clothd .in.Qrighs 
nal Rjghteouſarfs, whent he 'had'his Doyinionbeftowid up. 
on him; yer itis<lear, that the ſame Righewas continu'd 
to him after the Labefadtion of his /wvocence. And, in 
truth, what can be meantby Natwral Dominion, morethan 
this?” A Decree of Reaſon to direl? "right uſe of the-Goods 
Nature, in Order to the welfare; and'feturity-ofi Man. 
ut if this Solution be deem'd liable'to queſtion; /1t:may 
be thus ſupported: Civil Dominion 15 ſounded apan' the Or- 
dinance of God. This Ordinance was -eftablijÞd. after the 
Tranſereiſion of Adam. 'Therdfore y the Right to Exoit'Do- 
minion Fo ta wicked*Perfon' that ts \who 
ir. Tt has -beerr my Cate, throughout! this 'Djcoarſe,::to 
make uſe of ſuch Arguments as have Gods Word to Coun- 
tenance them'; even ro the rejeting of 'almoſt all ethers. : 
As knowing well that 7hoſe would find'better acce 
and the Authority of them be preferr'd'to- the Thorzy: So 
Phiſms, and Glimmerings of Humane Vi. - my 


IN a word: Afﬀer the Fall of Adam, there aroſe a ne- 
ceſſity of Laws, for the Corre&ion of Fice; and conſe 
quently of Magiſtrates, to put them in Execution: So 
thar atural' Dominion may be watrantably defined thus. 
AGrant of Authority, from the: Law of Natwre,. to ſome: 
particular perſons ,' for the reſtraining'of the: Licentaons. 
For it iscertain;that Adam, after his Offence; preſerved his 
Natural Title to the Law; as well as his Rea/on. And C7- 
vil Dominion may be term'd, An" Execution of the Natural. 
Far withour ſome #2 perſorsto (it at the Helm, and a Care 
to ſuppreſs all other Pretenders ; the Publique Afﬀairs. of 
States can never be capable of any Regular, or Politique 
Adminiftration. Now the doing of all this: may'be call'd 
; "Civil Dominion, which is'a certain -Effett of the "Natura. 

And what Broyls and Confuſions in & City; nay'in a Fa- 
*zly, would be Conſequentiabto ſuch wicked Pradtives - 
W 
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ftice of Governing, or the finfulneſs of Eating, is no more, 
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ward deſtroying the Authority of the Magiſtrate, or of 
hte Parent, as theſe lewd Principles of his do ſuggeſt, and 
approve of? By this way of Proceeding , no Frince or 
Commonwealth could ever be ſecure, or ſupport themſelves 
againſt the C onfederate Violences of Ambition, Luxury, and 
all manner of ices : For nothing 1s ſoeafie, as to pick a Hole 
in another mans' Dout let. Nay it will pluck down Gods 
Terrible Wrath and Vengeance upon all thoſe Miſcreants, 
that ſhall dare to treat Irreverently the Lords Annointed. 
But Wick/;f goes on. 

All the Actions of a wicked man (lays he) are ſ{intul. 

He fins in the Exerciſe of Authority. 

Therefore he s Incapable of being a True Magiſtrate. 


I REPLY to ths; that a Prince's abuſing of his Pow- Incapacity, 
er, can never Annihilate his Kizht to Dominion : Becauſe or Irrels- 


that's not capable of any Forfeiture. Nor is a Concarrence £#9%, does 
not annihie 


of the greateſt Perſonal Failings, in a King, ſufficient to ex- 
cuſe or juſtifie any Attempt whatſoever, toward the De- 


thoning of him. But his Conclufton is falſe too; for it , (own. 


ſhould not be, Xe is no true Magiſtrate ; but Zle abuſes his 
Authority, [as not having a Right Faith toward God 2 | 
And this aſe is not Repugnant to the Nature of Govern- 
ment. For to fay it were, would be the ſame thing, as for 
a body to argue thus idly ; 

Whatever a wicked man does, ts (in. 

He ins in Eating. 

Therefore he does not really Eat. 

THIS now is an apparent Non-Jequitur for the Inju- 


ces Right te 


The Con- 
cluſion, 


than the doing ot either, without True Faith: And do not 
any way imply a /infulneſs in the Meat it ſelf, or-in the fim- 
ple Enjoyment of his Right. But 1 am tick of ſpewing time 
upon ſuch feeble Cavils : Nor in truth had I gle thus far, 
but for the fake of diſcovering to the Green Wits, the ſorry 
Delufions with which Sat:x does impoſe upon all ſuch, as 
out of a Proſpect of Worldly Advantages, are prevail'd up- 


_ on todeviate ftom the Path of Truth. 


THE END. 


— 


